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Special Master House Maps Out

By Liz Benjamin 
March 6, 2012 at 8:31 am
Less than 24 hours after she held a public hearing yesterday in Brooklyn, US Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann, the redistricting special master, has released her version of the House district lines. 

You can find all the supplementary/backup documents here. It’s taking a while for things to load as the NY political world wakes up, learns the news and starts madly clicking on the site. 

It appears Mann followed the lead of both the Assembly and Senate majorities and eliminated NY-22, the Poughkeepsie-to-Ithaca district of retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey. 

After that, she eliminates Rep. Bob Turner’s Queens/Brooklyn district (NY-9), which the Senate GOP wanted to preserve, while creating a non-incumbent district in Queens, much like the Assembly Democrats did – although not with their same lines. 

A source who did a quick once-over of the Mann map said it appears Turner’s home of Breezy Point- along with the entire Rockaway Peninsula – has been drawn into Rep. Greg Meeks’ southern Queens district, which is majority-African American and therefore would be very tough for the freshman white Republican to win. 

Mann also appears to have combined the bulk of two Democratic districts represented by Reps. Gary Ackerman (Queens, Nassau County) and Carolyn McCarthy (Nassau County) – as the Senate GOP proposed. 

In Western NY, Rep. Brian Higgins seems to have picked up much of Buffalo, making his district more solidly Democratic, while Rep. Kathy Hochul got the Southern Erie County towns and also much of Niaraga County – parts of Rep. Louise Slaughter’s old district. 

Slaughter, as has been proposed by the Senate and Assembly, would see a more Rochester-centric district under Mann’s plan. 

Mann had until next Monday to release her lines. The final deadline is March 15. Legislative leaders are still trying to work out a deal with Gov. Andrew Cuomo that would avoid his veto and prevent the court’s plan from becoming a reality. 
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